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CONFERENCE OF HONORARY 
SECRETARIES 


The fifth annual conference of honorary secretaries and 
public relations secretaries of B.M.A. Branches ‘and 
Divisions in Scotland, held at Scottish House on October 
21, was enlarged this year to include honorary secretaries 
of local medical committees and regional consultants and 
specialists committees in Scotland. Dr. A. M. Girvan, Fife. 
Branch, was in the chair. 

Dr. G. W. IRELAND, chairman of the Scottish Council, 
expressing good wishes to the members present, said that in 
his opinion the medical profession had lost the initiative 
to-day. A contributing factor in this was the impact on it 
of the National Health Service. The concept of the Health 
Service was sown in the minds of medical men, but before 
it was fully thought out it was taken over by the politicians. 
The initiative had to be regained. This could not be done 
by tinkering with the present N.H.S. nor by merely setting 
up planning commissions to organize another type of 
Service. The profession must do a great deal of very hard, 
careful, wise thinking if it was to recover the initiative. __ 

Dr. D. P. STEVENSON, Secretary of the B.M.A., taking up 
Dr. Ireland’s remarks, outlined some of the activities of the 
Association which should enable the profession to regain 
the initiative. These were (1) relations with the press and 
the public ; (2) intraprofessional relations ; and (3) relation- 
ship with Parliainent and Government. The most important 
of these was the second. > 


Group Organization 

Dr. R. G. Grsson, chairman of the Organization 
Committee, opening a discussion on the group scheme, 
said that membership of the Association was about 73,300, 
and with each new member the responsibility of the 
profession grew. The B.M.A.’s main task was to improve 
intraprofessional relations, and he mentioned the Junior 
Memters Forum and the Annual Clinical Meeting as 
examples of what had been done. The groups, he suggested, 
must do two things—first, concentrate on the doctors who 
do not normally attend meetings ; secondly, play down the 
medico-political aspect of the Association’s work and return 
to Hastings’s ideal of the Association as a body of 
professional men bent on the advancement of the medical 
and allied sciences. _ 

It was evident that the Division, the smallest unit of the 
Association, was too large, Dr. Gibson said. It was there- 
fore decided to form groups of 20-30 or fewer members 
under a “leader” to try to ensure that the solitary and 
independent doctor, who shunned Division meetings, would 
attend small fireside meetings. The groups might be used 
in a number of ways, but the Organization Committee was 
anxious to find some way of rousing the interest of members. 
It was decided that this must be done by providing groups 
with a “subject of the year” of a scientific nature for 
discussion. The subject chosen was “ Adolescence.” What 
was wanted was reports on adolescence from all over the 
country from which an original report representative of 
medical opinion could be compiled by the Association. 

Dr. Gibson said this was only one of the activities which 
had been begun to further intraprofessional relations and 
understanding. The social side of meetings was important, 
too, but it was essential that the groups should play a 


constructive part in taking the Association back to the ideals 
ofe Hastings. 

Dr. J. E. Morrison, Stirling Branch, said that many critics 
had stated that the groups were just the guild machinery 
over again and that the guild had been a failure. That 
was wrong. The guild groups had not been an integral part 
of the Association ; the groups were. Dr. H. B. Murr, Fife 
Branch, said that 125 years ago Sir Charles Hastings 
propounded that one of the principal objects of the 
Association was the “promoting of friendly intercourse 
and free communication between its members; and 
establishing the harmony and good feeling which ought 
ever to characterize a liberal profession.” The basic 
purpose of the group scheme was to establish friendly 
relations among the medical profession generally and not 
just among the members. The leaders of the Association 
had failed to make each member aware of the functions 
of the Association and each member’s responsibility. He 
suggested that younger members were needed in committees 
and men of receptive minds at the centre of affairs. The 
groups could be invaluable in stimulating younger men and 
in removing the causes of misunderstanding because of lack 
of communication f:om central committees. 

Dr. J. E. Mitter, Glasgow Division, suggested that the 
reason why groups had not been formed in many areas was 
a combination of apathy and resistance, the plan being 


. regarded us” another. medico-political scheme ‘timed to 


coincide with the report of the Royal Commission. He 
outlined the difficulties of obtaining group leaders in large 
cities—particularly in interesting consultants and specialists 
—and went on to criticize the choice of the subject of the 
year as unsatisfactory. 

Dr. A. J. SANGsTER, Northern Regional Central 
Consultants and _ Specialists Committee, gave many 
examples of the difficulties faced in such an area as the 
one he represented in obtaining an active response from 
members, There was, he said, a loyal group of members, 
and a reappraisal might be necessary in that the Association 
should look for support where it was already to be found 
and not look for it elsewhere. 

Dr. J. M. THomson, Angus Local Medical Committee, 
speaking as a medical officer of health, said there was little 
clinical interest left in public health to-day, and the group 
scheme might be an invaluable way of stimulating interest 
among doctors in that branch of medicine. He considered 
the topic of the year an excellent one, as it brought in the 
doctors in their role as parents as well. 

Dr. E. R. C. Wacker, Scottish Secretary, spoke of the 
experiment in random sampling of doctors’ views 
undertaken by the Scottish Council. It was not an 
alternative to the Group Scheme but related to it. It could 
give a quick answer to what the profession thought on a 
particular topic at a particular time. 

Among the others who spoke were Dr. J. C. MACARTHUR, 
Lanarkshire Division, and Dr. J. C. G. MERcER, East and 
Mid-Lothians Division, both of whom said pilot group 
schemes were being tried first in their areas, and added that 
there had been criticism of the subject of the year. Dr. 
J. C. M. MacDonatp, Manff, Moray, and Nairn Local 
Medical Committee, and Dr. A. A. CLARK, Dunbartonshire 
Division, both emphasized the value of social meetings. 

Replying to the discussion, Dr. Gipson said he was sure 
that the group scheme was going to work out satisfactorily. 
He pointed out that the criticism of the subject of the year 
had been destructive, which was of little value unless an 
alternative subject was suggested. He emphasized that the 
groups must be representative of the whole profession, even 
the retired practitioners. 
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M.LA. and B.M.A. 

Mr. O. R. F. Jackson, manager of the Scottish Office of 
the Medical Insurance Agency, Edinburgh, recalled that the 
British Medical Association had established in 1907 an 
“Insurance Committee.” The purpose of this committee 
was to seek out the best insurance terms for members of 
the medical profession, to arrange for policy-holders to 
participate in the commission derived, and to donate all 
surplus funds to medical charities. The project originated 
from the ideas of Dr. Dawson Williams, then editor of the 
British Medical Journal, and Dr. Squire Sprigg, then editor 
of the Lancet. The Agency’s first branch, known as the 
Scottish Office, was opened in Edinburgh in 1929. 

After the second world war many special schemes, terms, 
and contracts were devised by the M.I.A. with the helpful 
co-operation of insurance companies to the advantage of the 
profession. By now a further nine branches had been 
established in the principal cities of the United Kingdom 
and all had shared in the ever-increasing business results. 
Mr. Jackson compared some of the present-day achievements 
with those of fifty years ago, illustrating the vast growth of 
the Agency's work. Medical charities had benefited this 
year by £36.000, a very proper but pleasing contrast to the 
earliest donation, of 45 guineas, in 1909. Among its 
donations the Agency now contributes one-third of the total 
subscription income of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund 
and has been instrumental in endowing 52 scholarships under 
the Royal Medical Foundation of Epsom College. 

Of the special facilities now in operation, Mr. Jackson 
mentioned house-purchase loans and car hire-purchase 
arrangements. The M.I.A. now clearly had the confidence 
of a large proportion of the profession, and the value not 
only of the material benefit gained by its supporters and 
their charities but also of its widely gathered and impartial 
advice was greatly appreciated. 

Dr. Ivor M. Jones, chairman of the Private Practice 
Committee of the Association, followed with a review of the 
evolution, with the help of the M.I.A., of the personal 
accident insurance scheme launched last year for the benefit 
of B.M.A. members. Its launching had been amply justified. 
Within seven months 80,000: units had been issued to 
members. Apart from its incomparably wide terms of 
cover, the cost was less than half that of any similar scheme. 

Dr. Jones then reported the arranging this year, also with 
the co-operation of the M.I.A., of the B.M.A. young 
practitioners loan scheme, which provided finance for 
younger members of the profession for a wide variety of 
purposes, quite apart from any other financial facilities 
normally available, at very favourable terms of interest and 
repayment. Financed by an organization immediately 
concerned with the profession, the scheme introduced a life 
assurance contract to guard against death, and sickness and 
accident benefit to ensure continued ability to meet the 
repayment costs, during the period of loan. It provided 
in addition certain advantages in relation to future sickness 
insurance arrangements. 

Dr. Jones alluded to another scheme which was almost 
ready and which would add a further benefit to members of 
the Association. 


Association Notices 


Diary of Central Meetings 


NOVEMBER 
18 Wed. Working Party on Pesase of Occupational Health 
Services, 10.30 a 
18 Wed. Catering Committee, 11.30 a.m. 
18 Wed. Acusente and Young Practitioners Subcommittee, 
G.M.S. 2 p.m. 
18 Wed. Journal C 
18 Wed. Joint Committee M.A. and Megistrates’ 


Association, 2. *... 
19 Thurs. G.M.S. Committee, "0: 30 a.m. 


19 Thurs. Organization Committee, 11 a.m. 
19 Thurs. Dermatologists 2 p.m. 
“Fri. Radiologists Group 


‘ommittee, 2 p.m. 


Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


ASHTON-UNDER-LyNE Drivision.—At New School Clinic, 
St. Michael's Square, Ashton-under-Lyne, Thursday, November 
19, 8.30 p.m., film show. 

BiRMINGHAM Division.—At 36, Harborne Road, Edgbaston, 
Tuesday, November 17, 8.30 p.m., lecture by Dr. F. E. Camps: 
“Sudden Death (illustrated). 

Braveorp Division.—At Out-patient Department, Bradford 
Royal Infirmary, Tuesday, November 17, 8.15 p.m., clinical 
meeting. 

BRIGHTON AND MiD-Sussex Drviston.—At Dudley Hotel, Hove, 
Thursday, November 19, combined meeting with Brighton and 
District Section of British Dental Association. 6.30 for 7 p.m., 
informal dinner. 8.30 p.m., Mr. S. W. G. Hargrove: “ Oro- 
Antral Fistulae.” 

Bristo. Diviston.—Wednesday, 18, (1) at Senior 
Common Room. University Road, 6.45 for 7 = inner; (2) at 
Large Physics Lecture Theatre, Royal Fort, 8.30 D. 'm., Dr. Ian D. 
Grant: “ Medical Services and Conditions in Australia and New 
Zealand.”’ Guests are invited. 

BurNn_ey Division.—At Swan and , Rages. Clitheroe, Friday, 
November 20, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., annual 

CAMBERWELL Division.—At Dulwich Hospital, Tuesday, 
November 17, 8.45 p.m., films : (1) “ The Medical Witness." 
(2) “ Stress and Adaptation.” 

Crry Dtvistion.—At Committee Room C, B.M.A. House, 
Tavistock Square, London, W., Tuesday, November 17, 8 for 
8.30 p.m., Mr, W. P. Cleland: “The Visit to Moscow.” Members 
of St. Pancras Division are invited. 

Dersy Division.—At Derbyshire 
Tuesday, November 17, 8.30 p.m., B.M.A. Lecture by Dr. 
Fletcher: “ Dust Diseases and Bronchitis at Wilderslowe.” 

East Herts Division.—At Hertford County Hospital, Friday, 
November 20, 8.15 for 8.30 p.m., films. 

Gtossor Division.—At Sociai Club, Ellison Street, Glossop, 
Monday, November 16, 8 45 p.m., annual general meeting. 

Drviston.—At Whiteley’s Ballroom, Hudders- 
one. Friday, November 20, 8 for 8.30 p.m., B.M.A. dinner 
ance 

Mip-GLaMorGAN Division.—At Seabank Hotel, Porthcawl, 
Friday, November 20, 7.30 p.m., dinner dance. 

NortH Division.—At Committee Room, North 
Middlesex Hospital, Tuesday, November 17, 8.30 for 8.45 p.m., 
Dr. J. C. Sawle Thomas: “ New Mental Health Act, As it will 
Affect the General Practitioner.” 

O.LpHAM Division.—At Oldham Hotel, Rhodes Bank, Oldham, 
Monday, November 16, 9 p.m., Mr. Gordon D. Jack: “ Present 
State of Cardiac Surgery.” 

PLYMOUTH Dtvision.—-At South Devon and East Cornwall 
Hospital, Freedom Fields, Plymouth, Friday, November 20, 8.30 
p.m., B.M.A. Lecture by Lord Taylor of Harlow: “ Future of 
General Practice.” 

READING ag EE —At White Hart Hotel, Sonning, Wednes- 
day, November 18, 7.30 for >. -m., annual dinner dance. 

Rescate Division.—At Burford Bridge Hotel, Friday, Novem- 
ber 20, 7.30 for 8 p.m., dinner a — 

SCARBOROUGH Division.—At Room, Scarborough 
Hospital, Thursday, November 19, B.M.A. Lecture 
b =, a W. Hayward: “ Angina oris and Coronary 

rombosis.” 

SouTHAMPTON Drviston.—At Royal South Hants 
Wednesday, November 18, 8.30 p.m., Dr. P. H. Addison: ega 
Hazards of Medical Practice.” 

SoutH BeprorpsHire Diviston.—At Luton and Dunstable 
Hospital, Friday, November 20, 9 p.m., Dr. K. Soddy: 
“* Psychosomatic Illness in Childhood.” 

SoutH-West Essex Division.—At Sir James Hawkey Hall, 
Woodford Green, Thursday, November 19, 7.30 for 8 p.m., 
annual dinner and dance. 

WanpsworTH Division.—(1) At Grove Hospital, Tooting, S 
Tuesday, November 17, 8.30 p.m., clinical meeting. (2) At Sinead 
a South Kensington, Wednesday, November 18, 7.45 
for 8 : Em South-West London medical annual dinner and 
p hg held under the joint auspices of Wandsworth Division and 
South-West London Medical Society. 

West Mippiesex Division.—At Paul's Restaurant, New 
Broadway, Ealing, Tuesday, November 17, 8.30 p.m., joint 
meeting with British Dental Association. Brains Trust, subject : 

* Illness in Young Children and with Special Reference to Teeth- 
ing.” Panel: chairman, Dr. R. Mac Keith; two other members 
will be Dr. J. C. G. Evans and a dental surgeon. 

Division.—At_ Haigh Hall, Thursday, November 19, 

8 p.m., joint meeting with Wigan Law Society. Buffet supper. 
Talk by Professor B. L. McFarland: “ My Experiences as an 
Expert Witness in Some Unusual Legal Cases.” 

YorksHire BrancH.—At Committee Room, General 
Hospital, Wakefield, Wednesday, November 18, 8 p.m., te 
of Yorkshire Occupational Health Discussion Group, Mr. A. B. 
Pain: “ Orthopaedic Problems in Injuries to the imbs.”” 


Correction.—The first President of the Canadian Medical 
Association was Sir Charles Tupper, not Sir Charles Tucker as 
printed in the report of Dr. Kirk Lyon’s speech at the B.M.A. 
annual dinner (Supplement, September 12, p. 85). 
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